Contradiction between Parliamentary written answer and HSE’s reasons for refusing to release HSE
report of investigation:

Parliamentary written answer:
24 Apr 2013 : Column 952W
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0002.htm#13
0424w0002.htm_wqn41

Cwmcarn School
Annette Brooke: To ask the Secretary of State for Education pursuant to the answer of 17 December
2012, Official Report, column 590W, what steps he plans to take following the publication of the
Health and Safety Executive's report into asbestos at Cwmcarn high school in Wales. [144983]
Mr Laws [holding answer 27 February 2013]:The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has recently
concluded its investigation into the asbestos related incident at Cwmcarn High School in Wales and
wrote to the school governors and local authority with its findings on 26 February.
The HSE investigation concluded that there are appropriate asbestos management arrangements in
place at the school as required under the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 and that no
enforcement action is required.
As part of the investigation, the HSE asked the Health and Safety Laboratory (HSL) to conduct
asbestos testing at Cwmcarn High School. The main aim of the HSL sampling and analysis at the
school was to measure
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the release and transfer of airborne asbestos fibres into the classrooms. The report by HSL has also
been provided to the school governors and the local authority and states that the sampling and
analytical analysis carried out by HSL showed that there is no evidence for a quantifiable transfer of
asbestos fibres from the ceiling void into the classrooms.
The Department for Education has noted the outcome of the HSE investigation and HSL testing at
Cwmcarn and has decided that no further action is required at this stage in response to this specific
case.
The Department continues to take the issue of managing asbestos in our schools very seriously and is
pro-active in promoting good asbestos management in schools. It has published on-line guidance on
managing the risks of asbestos, has established the Asbestos in Schools Steering Group to promote
and raise awareness of asbestos management requirements and has asked the Committee on
Carcinogenicity to consider and report upon the relative vulnerability of children to asbestos
compared with adults. Alongside this, the Department liaises as necessary with the HSE as it is the
lead regulator and enforces the duty to manage asbestos in non-domestic premises such as schools.
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